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THE SPECTACULAR AND THE SIGNIFICANT : 
By Dorothy Detzer ; 


Since the Annual Meeting last May, three events of 
momentous significance have occurred—the end of 
World War II; the signing and ratification of the United 
Nations Charter, and the Atomic Bomb. Although the 
end of the war has not (and could not) bring a state of 
stable peace, and although the widespread suffering and 
destruction have not been banished with the “cease fire” 
order, nevertheless the mass killing is finally over. No 
matter how terrible and difficult the problems ahead, 
nothing can be worse than the competitive slaughter 
of war. 

None of us will minimize the task ahead. We are 
too aware of the spiritual laws of the universe to. imagine 
that the Good Life will flower from the poisonous root 
of hate and destruction; but we know, too, that moral 
energy and the creative spirit can transcend the con- 
centrated evil of the past years and forge a new world 
and a new ethic, given the will to do it. 


On August 5 the whole economic and political 
~~ still too eatly to 

hend or to evaluate accurately the significance 
of that day. We are only dimly aware that it may 
well prove to be the most revolutionary date in human 
history. But it is monstrous that man’s genius should 


. have been prostituted once again to the service of Death 


and that this great scientific achievement should have 
stained American honor with the blood of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. 


The Secretary of State has declared that Japan was 
defeated before that fateful bomb was dropped. It was 
a well known fact that Japan’s navy had been destroyed, 
her air force crippled, her supply lines cut. The WIL 
both nationally and locally had been pleading with our 
government for a “cease fire” order and the opening of 
peace negotiations. But Hiroshima was wiped out with 
one bomb and Nagasaki died two days later. According 
to the reports more le were d i 


japansse citi _nited States combat, dead-in-the 
‘our yéars of war. (United States dead, 230,173, June 


the 


9, 1945; estimated Japanese dead at Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, over 300,000.) 


It was Kenneth Boulding who said, “In war as in 
other thi we are impressed with the spectacular to 
the exclusion of the significant.” The atomic destruc- 
tion of two Japanese cities was hideously spectacular 
but the tragic significance of this “atomic atrocity” does 
not lie alone in the charred bodies and rubble of pulver- 
ized cities but in the shattered moral authority of the 
United States. 


Yet the immediate signi of this new scientific 
discovery is not all. The release of atomic energy has 
altered the future relationship of large and small coun- 
tries, undermined the contemporary basis of economic 
and political imperialism, and threatened the military 


“the 
long dark road to oblivion and doom. 


Public reaction has all too q to the 


easy hope that men may now be frightened into peace, 


But there is no evidence in the past that men are ever 
frightened into a state of sustained moral behavior, His- 
tory confirms the fact that the human spirit is too ad- 
venturous and brave to live permanently under the 
power of fear. Yet the shock of this new di 
might well be used as a spiritual lever to accelerate the 
process of progressive moral integration. For. shock 
has not the negative emotional nature of fear. It has 
dynamic and positive properties. We must use it then 
to affirm that “there is a world of values as well as a 
world of science” — “a goodness at the heart of the 
world not ing reason but it.” Speci- ~ 
fically I mean that we must now be more aggressive 
and more insistent in challenging those threadbare 
excuses of government that any tawdry poiicy is “The 
(Continued on last page) 
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% \ system as we have known it. But as everyone must ea 
realize, it has done something even more profound and ‘i 
revolutionary than any of these; for the human race is 
now compelled to revaluate all its values or follow the ge 
~ dod ed tiger down” 
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ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE 


The world’s most terrible war has demonstrated 
what pooled treasure, manpower, planning and sacrifice 
will do to win military victory. But as one of the Ma- 
rines who saw. the destruction at first hand said recently: 
“The discrepancy between what we shall win by this 
war and what we have lost can never be adequately 
justified.” While we shall not try to justify what we 
have permitted to be done in the name of our separate 
governments and together as the United Nations, the 
magnitude of the performance has shocked us into an 
awareness of what might be done if we converted this 
destructive energy into constructive action. 

There are 60,000,000 people without whose help we 
must work and because of whom we must work harder 


“and more humbly than if they had not died. Remem- 


bering these millions of dead and even more millions of 
suffering, sofrowing, bewildered and frightened. sur- 
vivors, we cannot postpone the task of conversion. 

The peoples of the earth must have food sufficient 
to sustain health and strength and a sense of well being, 
and if it is necessary to continue rationing in order to 
share our resources—meat, grains and dairy products— 


we must ask to be rationed, We must see to it that any 


excess food is distributed and used, recognizing the 
profound truth in the contention of James Carey, the 
young labor leader, who said at San Francisco: “There 
have never been any surpluses, only an insufficiency of 
income to buy the goods waiting to be bought.” 

To produce the needed income, we must demand 
full employment for all people on terms defined by 


- Robert Watts: “Given the skill, (you should have) the 


right to work on a job you prefer at the wages you 
think fair.” 

We need fair employment practices guaranteed by 
law to provide equal employment opportunities to all 
workers without regard to their race, color or creed. 


~ We need such laws on international, national, state and 


local levels to protect minority peoples from discrim- 
ination. 

To eliminate discrimination effectively, we must 
eliminate prejudice itself by new world standards for 
racial equality, which we must teach in the schools and 
churches throughout the-world. Prejudice, the result of 
fear and hate, can only be overcome by the total abro- 
gation of sovereign power, principally the right to con- 
script men in peacetime and to maintain autonomous 
military establishments and unilateral trade and tariff 
systems. 

Insuring the world wide spread of these gains for 
the people depends upon determined support of the 
United Nations Charter, urging the early appointment 
of the commissions provided for under the Economic 
and Social Council in the fields of education, culture, 
health, labor and information. 

If it cost the United States two billion dollars to 
develop the atomic bomb, we should double that amount 
immediately to the task of diverting atomic energy to 
constructive uses. Although the governments never 
paused to count the cost of total war for an instant, the 
progress of constructive use of atomic power will cer- 


' tainly be controlled by cost. It is conceivable that men 


who have slaved beneath the ground in mines under the 
constant fear of cave-ins may be freed, that those who 
have stood in the blinding, searing heat of steel blast 
furnaces may be spared, and that those who have worked 
in the scorching tropic sun on rubber plantations may 
have their life span lengthened from the present 28 years 
in the Netherlands East Indies to the current 60 years 
in the United States. 


Moral advancement must be accelerated on a world 


scale to match the potential achievements of an atomic 
era. Will the cost deter us? If we could transport 
millions of young men across the seas to kill people, 


NEWS FROM OUR EUROT 


(Miss Gertrude Baer, one of our international Co-ck 
silenced branches. Below are excerpts from the Int 


From the vice-chairman of our Norwegian Section who 
escaped to Sweden last year: “I was so glad to get your greet- 
ings some time ago. I have so often thought of you and have 


“About our common friends I have not much to tell you, 
most of them are still at home and all well. Marie has been in 
prison for more than two years. The first one and ears 
she was in a cell with two others but the last half year she has 
been what we call ‘free’ prisoner, that means that she is together 
with others and can do the work they have to in the camp: 
washing, mending, etc. She too is in fine form and high spirits 
and has been like that the whole time. She is the helper of the 
others, gives small lectures which they to 
of course, sings her folksongs and tries to cheer them up. ... 


“The work of the WIL at home has not functioned during 
the whole war time, the office was the first summer. and 
the archives and the money taken. What will happen in the 
future is impossible to say. The Norwegian people have never 
been very pacifist or interested in peace work, but they have 
been very far away from the militaristic way of thinking and 
rather despise it. How the development now will be is difficult 
to say. ... I hope we will be able to take up again the work we 
had begun but maybe we will have to give it other forms. I 
often meet the members of the League here and also attend 
their. meetings sometimes, they 'do a lot and prepare for the work 
afterwards. I hope it will not last long before we all can meet 
again and work together. I send you my best greetings and love.” 


A message in English from Sweden reads in part: “... It 
is small comfort to realize that we are doing a good deal of 
relief work here. I hope that after the war Sweden will join 
in the officially organized relief and rehabilitation program. As 
to our refugees: thousands have been coming over from Norway 
and Finland to our northern provinces under dreadful conditions 
of snow and cold. There are Swedish patrols constantly looking 
for them to supply them with food and clothing; military planes 
are bringing the sick to hospitals. 

“I think this experience is a good alternative to military 
drill and it is valuable for the boys through these contacts to 
become acquainted with the misery the civilians have to endure 
from war and occupation. They will be prepared to do relief 
work after the war and could be automatically transferred into 
a relief corps. That is the international army I would like to 


From a friend in France: “I have just met our secretary 
again — the first time after five years. She gave me your address 
and now I am at last able to tell you that we are all alive but 
the mourning and anxiety among our friends is cruel. Believe 


lay cities in rubble and countrysides in desolation, we 
should be able at least to send thousands to travel and 
study and learn of other lands and peoples, and invite 
as many to come to learn of us. If we could d 
lavishly to win over a combination of nations whose 
ideas we hated, we must spend the same way to help 
develop the ideals we admire, to do away with war, pov- 
erty, disease and ignorance which taken together are a 
greater threat to our continued existence than any people 
or combination of peoples. .Let us hope that the cost 
will not deter us. This moral advancement is possible 
if we will give the same degree of cooperation, generos- 
ity, courageous sacrifice to saving our world that we 
have applied in destroying it. — 


No one nation can do these things alone. We must 
do them together through the new world government, 
remembering that all things are possible under God. 

— Ruth Gage Colby. 
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_ happy that you were far away and not in the hell here 
-~ in our part of the world. It is just one year since we had to leave 
P Norway, we escaped just in the right moment, when the Gestapo at 
2 tried to get hold of us. - 
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JR EUROPEAN SECTIONS 


national Co-chairmen, has begun to hear from long 
. from the International Circular Letter No. 2, 1945.) 


aime 


me, life here was really horrible during the occupation. Do not 
believe those who report on the “beautiful sections” of Paris. 
our clothing is worn out after 4 years 


I was 30. Not one minute for myself from 7 to midnight, 28 

a week.. ... I was in Paris during those marvelous 
and terrible days when Paris rose. I do not regret it. I shall 
never forget them. But I ought to talk to you also of our dead, 
of those who were shot or deported and of the devastations of 
our beautiful country. . 


From letters from England, I choose a few paragraphs from 
one written by Edith Pye just after her return from France: 
“All the WIL records were lost or ‘destroyed. . Like every- 
body in France our members have greatly suffered from under- 
nourishment and the tasks before French women today are s0 
enormous and so complicated that just as I felt in China long 

© One must wait until they themselves take the first move. ... 
en one thinks that the story of France is being or will be 
repeated all over Europe one is sometimes tempted to despair. 


_ If there is anything that you can do on your side to urge the 


sending of food supplies and transport I am sure you will do it. 


“The one hopeful feature as far as France is concerned is 
the wonderful spirit of her people, the cheerfulness, courage and 
good temper with which up to now they have faced the enormous 
difficulties of every day life, is a revelation of strength and char- 
acter and purpose which is full of hope. The EntrAide Sociale, 
a new organization, the heir of Secours National, which did so 
much to save the children during occupation is a really magnifi- 
cent organization with some very fine p ities, some of 
whom are highly trained social workers, 
the existence of such an organization is a hopeful augury. . 


From a letter from my International Co-Chairman in Swit- 
zerland: “... As for our Hungarian friends I am deeply grieved 
to think that they have suffered the general fate of their race. 
When the persecutions there started I at once tried! to obtain a 
Palestine visa for them in order to entitle them to the protection 
of our Consulate. I also tried to reach them by wire. In one 
case I did not get any answer. In another the answer was more 
than alarming. . . . We can only guess what their fate was. 
I have exchanged letters with Elsa Kalmus until the day of her 
deportation and I cannot say how much I admire her courage 
and her detachment during the months when she expected from 
day to day to be deported. She never complained but only 
thought of how she could comfort her children to whom I had 
to transmit her messages. It is very sad to think that we now 
know already of the death of three of our most valuable co- 
workers in that country. How many others shall we miss when 
we meet again?... 


le 


NOTES 


Material for a biography of Lola Maverick Lloyd is being 
sought by her daughter, Mrs. Harvey Q’Connor. If any reader 
has letters, pictures, or special memories or impressions’ of Mrs. 
Lloyd, please send to Campaign for World Government, 166 West 
Jackson Blvd., Chicago 4. Papers which owners want back will 
be copied and returned. 


Can We Have Both Revenge and Peace? Leaflet on treat- 
ment of post-war Germany, urging <a and Christian 
ethics. Ten copies for 15c, 100 for $1.25. Order from Mrs. 
Walter C. Longstreth, 140 North 15th St., Philadelphia 2. 


Sticker, size of postage stamp, “All Women Against All 
War” is offered by New York State Branch at $1 ov sheet of 
100: stickers. Prepared just before the war began, their sale is 
especially appropriate now. Send orders to Mrs. Gerald Fox, 
1140 Fifth ‘hee. New York 28. 


urging him strongly to 


CONSCRIPTION AFTER ALL? 


of peacetime conscription, we distributed a flyer which 
warned: “This is no way to defend ourselves! Peace- 
time military conscription is an insult to patriotic Ameri- 
cans. It is unnecessary for national defense. It means 
we are planning adventures in foreign wars.” 

Now the war has been over just a month, and the 
military leaders are clamoring for the extension of the 
conscription law, for two more years, covering all men 
18 to 25! In addition, President Truman has announced 
that he is going to send a special message to Congress 
calling for the establishment of permanent universal 
military training in this country. ie 


No, contrary ular expectation, the fight 


The present ion law does not expire until 
next May, and under it 50,000 new men are still 
drafted each month. The War Department has publicly 
announced that it now has 8% million men in the army. 
Furthermore, it has stated in response to public clamor 
for more rapid release of men, that it can free six million 
of them by next July. This will leave two and a half 
million still in the army. 


General Eisenhower estimates that 300,000 men will 
be enough for the European army of occupation—“may- 
be fewer”. General MacArthur Foods that 200,000 reg- 
ular army men will be entirely adequate for Japan, and 
all draftees may be sent home. Together that makes 
at most one-half million men and probably fewer for 
both armies of occupation. What is to be done with 
the other two million who will still be in the army 
without peacetime conscription? The army doesn’t need 
a draft for manpower, It wants it for prestige, and to 
accustom the American people to peacetime military 
training for all our meni. 


Representative Martin, Republican leader of the 
House, has introduced a resolution calling on the United 
States to take the lead in negotiating an international 
agreement to abolish conscription in all countries, He 
has received widespread individual support but been 
attacked by the militarist press. 


wane have no time to lose. Do four things immedi- 
ately: 
1. Write Representative Joseph W. Martin, Jr. 


(House Office Bui , Washington, D. C.), encourag: 
ing him to continue his efforts. 


2. Write your own Representative (same address) 
all conscription now. Hear- 
ings have opened before the House Committee on Mili- 
Affairs on voluntary vs. compulsory military 


tary 
methods. Ask him to insist upon velendans. one year - 


enlistment, instead of allowing only two- and three-year 
enlistments. 


3. Do the same to your two Senators (Senate 
Office Building, Washington, D.C.) Hearings have also 
started before the Senate Committee on Military Affairs. 


4. Write President Harry S. Truman, asking him 
military training. 

We have defeated the wartime conscription of 
women, the labor draft, the draft of nurses. We can 
defeat this, too, if we work hard enough. Arouse your 
community! Get resolutions pouring in to Washington! 

— Mildred Scott Olmsted, Director 
Women’s Committee to Oppose Conscription, 
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THE SPECTACULAR AND THE SIGNIFICANT 
(Continued from first page) 
best we can get” or “Consider the alternative” or “We 
must be more realistic.” A Realism which’ has brought 
the world to its present brink of iniquity had better be 
abandoned. 
- Fenner Brockway in a recent issue of the British 


“New Leader” has stated the problem clearly: “This 


generation despite its heritage and achievement in 
science and culture, has witnessed the greatest barbarism 
in recorded history. . .. Yet, despite this barbarism, all 
the evidence suggests ‘that most human beings have 
been less cruelly-minded than during earlier wars. There 
has been less hatred. Why, then, this contradiction be- 
tween sentiment and action? The explanation is in the 
power which peoples have been willing to leave to gov- 
ernments and leaders, Ordinary men and women, 
often with decency in their minds and kindness in their 
hearts, were content to allow the State to determine 
events and to direct their lives as though its decisions 
were as inevitable as the movement of the sun and the 
seasons.” 

This is certainly true, yet I would go further and 


‘suggest that the Cult of Realism has induced such moral 


and intellectual confusion that it is well nigh impossible 
for ordinary common folk to measure political under- 
taking with the yardstick of principle. A civilization 

which has spawned a Buchenwald, a Pearl Harbor, and 
a Hiroshima is morally diseased. This leads me to be- 
lieve that the basic need of our time is the establishment 
of some Moral Authority above and beyond governments 
but focused on them. Just as the skill and the knowledge 


' of the physical scientists were pooled by nations for the 


purpose of a more abundant Death, so the wisdom and 
the values of the moral scientists—the philosophers, the 
Church, and the psychologists—might well be pooled 
for the purposes of Life. 

Creative progress can be made a habit of mind but 
not by an international morality which is, so to speak, 
“free hand.” But perhaps the pooled wisdom of those 
whose training and knowledge is directed toward the 
science of Life itself might some day heal our festering 
world and bring it to moral health and maturity. For 
just as in the feudal nionarchy a king stood above party 
and political pressure, yet provided cohesive force be- 
cause he embodied the social mores in the symbolism 
of the crown, so moral scientists might exert cohesive 
power in our contemporary world, not by any process 
of coercion, but by the validity and integrity of moral 
force, 

* * * 


1946 JANE ADDAMS CALENDAR 


Ready October 15 
New Desk Design 


Violet Oakley's Distinguished Portrait of Jane Addams 
Constantly In View While Calendar Is In Use 
Contains Weekly Instead of Monthly Sheets 
Days Are Divided Into’ Morning, Afternoon and Evening © 
Giving More Writing Space for Engagements and Memos 

YET THE THE SAME 


Each sheet contains a different quotation from Jane Addams’ 
“Peace and Bread" 


Size 8% x 5% - folded, boxed 
ORDER NOW from RUTH BATSFORD 
420 West Street - Apt. 2D - New York 27, N. Y. 


BOOKS 


Toward World Recovery, by Rev. Henry Carter. Pub. by 
National Peace Council of London, price 2/6. This small volume 
describes “the nature and scale of plans for relief and restoration” 
after the-war, especially as relating to Europe. Giving a brief 
picture of famine conditions, and the place of the International 
Red Cross, the author then proceeds to clear presentation of the 
origin and functions of the Intergovernment._Committee on Refu- 
gees (I.G.C.); UNRRA; Unitdd Nations Interim Commission on 
Food and Agriculture; the I.L.0.; the Breton Woods a 
and Dumbarton Oaks, with a final word on group 
In the few months since the book was written, Dumbarton Oaks 
has been superseded by the United Nations Charter, but the re- 
mainder is up to date. May be ordered through or borrowed 
from the National Literature Department. 


Fabian Colonial Essays, by H. N. Brailsford and others. 
Allyn and Unwin, London, price 8/6. The Fabian Society here 
brings a dozen experts to the discussion of colonies and i 
The names of Mr. Brailsford and Leonard Woolf are per 
the best known here but all are authorities in their respective 
fields of political, geographic, economic problems, literacy, an- 
thropology, social services and other aspects of the new approach 
to the matter of colonies, May be ordered through or borrowed 
from the National Literature prone 


policy is analyzed by a member of the United States Department 
of Justice, who further indicates the fallacies in restricting immi- 
gtation at the close of this war. A timely discussion of what will 
presently be an important issue. 


The Pendle Hill Pamphlets often deal with 
to WIL members. A list of them with prices 
on request. Among those which may be noted are three: 
(1) New Nations for Old, by Kenneth Boulding 25c), presenting 
an indictment of war as a preserver of i national inde- 
pendence, the error in the idea of collective security, the 7 
of transforming military nationalism to a world fellowship of 
distinct but mutually dependent nations; (2) A Discipline for 


for it; (3) Seurtes of the Quaker Peace Testimony, by ~p 
z — (25c), an historical review of the pacifist tradition of 
rien 


Both Deeper Than and Above the Melee; Letters from 
Europeans, edited by Anna Melissa Graves. Privately printed, 
$4.50. Inquire for special rate. From 1919-1938 Miss Graves 
spent most of her time traveling among disadvantaged and “dif- 
ferent” people. She has lived for periods up to two years in 
China, Russia, the Middle East, Africa, 
most of the countries of Europe. From these travels she devel- 
oped a long list of correspondents. She has selected for this 
book certain series of letters from Russia, Portugal, Germany, 
Holland. Switzerland and France, written largely in the decade 
of the ’30’s. The writers are not “important” people, but the stuff 
of common humanity out of which, Miss Graves feels, can and 
must be built “a classless society, a frontierless world, a cosmic 
race.” 
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Owned and published by Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 


National Literature D ent 
1924 Chestnut Street, 3, Pa 


Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 187% 


Published monthly, except August and September 
Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 


National Executive Office, 1734 F St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 
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; 
; 
; ma I e€ Protection of Foreign-Born, 23 
Non-Violence, by Richard B. Gregg (10c), which offers a plan 
for the necessary training of hand and will and 7 to ensure. ‘ 
| 


